
Copyright: New and Better Reader Agreement 
The Reader Agreement defines under which conditions parts of texts and/or images from books and 

journals can be made accessible for students in readers or in Blackboard without permission of the 

copyright owner, the so-called “short copies”. Recently, better regulations apply. Prevent costly 

claims (which come at the expense of your Institute) and adhere to the regulations (the new 

regulations are in italics, regulations that have expired are crossed out): 

- Book (non-fiction): max. 10,000 words AND no more than 1/3rd of the original work (based 

on the number of pages) or: max. 50 pages AND no more than 25% of the complete work. 

- Journals (non-fiction): max. 8,000 words, but not more than 1/3 of the volume OR: max. 50 

pages AND no more than 25% of the instalment in question. 

- Literary works: max. 100 lines of poetry or 2,500 words of prose, but no more than 1/10th of 

the complete work (unchanged regulation). 

- Sheet music, a song text: max. 1 couplet and 1 chorus; music: max. 5 note bars. 

- Images: graphs, tables, diagrams, photographs, and illustrations: max. 25 figures from the 
same original work. 1 graph  etc. is counted as 200 words. If a graph or illustration is copied 
as part of a text, the image counts for 200 words.  

- Raw government publications and case law are exempted from copyright. This applies to case 
law in its original form, as it was made available by the court. So this does not apply to 
verdicts collected and published by a publisher. The same goes for legislation: only legislation 
from the Staatscourant, the Staatsblad, and the Tractatenblad can be freely copied in 
Blackboard.  

Linking to articles, books, or book chapters is always allowed, provided that these are legally 

obtainable. Is the publication available in Leiden University’s Digital Library? Then make a link. For 

non-short copies permission of the PRO foundation is needed unless the publisher permits articles or 

chapters to be included in printed or digital readers for the purpose of education. Please verify the 

Usage regulations. Open Access publications, such as articles without embargo in the Leiden 

Repository, can be used without further permission. 

You will find more details of the new Reader Agreement  on the page Copyright for teachers of the 

Copyright Information Office of the University Library. It also holds the regulations on images, video 

and audio, which have not been changed. 

 

https://www.library.universiteitleiden.nl/using-the-library/service-for-teaching-staff/linking-to-library-resources
https://www.library.universiteitleiden.nl/research-and-publishing/copyright/usage-regulations-licensed-e-resources
https://www.library.universiteitleiden.nl/using-the-library/service-for-teaching-staff/copyright-for-teachers

