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The intersection between slavery and gender shaped the
history of early Islam; the seventh-century conquests brought
a large number of slaves into the Islamicate world. Over the
course of subsequent centuries these women gave birth to
an increasingly large number of elite Muslim children, whose
birth-circumstances had far-reaching implications for family
structure, gender roles, and rulership. Simultaneously, the
emergence of Islam brought changes to enslaved women,
who, unlike their pre-Islamic counterparts, had clearer rights
in terms of their children's paternity, could not be sold once
they bore children, and were theoretically granted freedom
upon their master's death. By the mid-eighth century, the
Abbasid caliphs, Umayyad amirs of al-Andalus, and Twelver
Shi’i Imams were predominantly born to concubine mothers.
Endogamous marriage (marrying within one’s family) amongst
elites further represents a shift away from the maternal family
and prosopographical research has shown a sharp increase in
concubinage, especially in genealogical records.
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